



News Froirf 
^iNowhere 

^ Televisio 



Television and the News.i 
By Edward Jay Epstein, nUr 
j- 321 pp. New York: 
Random House. S7S5. - : 






■By-ITERBERT J. GANSr^ 



^ Americans now get most: 
of -their- national and inter-;' 

- national -news— from - tclcvi-- ■ 
sion^ but of the thousands of 

-newsworthy events taking place - 
in the world every day^ only: 
a 'handful can be shown on ^ 
**-a half-hour program. How TVt.r 
JoDmalists select what is to be_- 
shown -thus determines what- 
/thebL public < learns, . and there > 
lare.’at least three theories about-: 
-their^ selection procedures. The^^ 
^bfflcia] ■ jouxhalistic \ theory* * is . 

* that 4 events ^arei^ selected by;; 
Vtheir*i^importance^r'-^^^ 

theory^ popular-with. the White -- 
.-Housc-^.before-^e^Watergatc- 

- scandal, proposes-that - events- 
'".are chosen "mainly to satisfy: 

the- allegedly leftist bias of.th<^ | 
TV joumalists; ^A“third th^^, ; 

T favored" by- social scientists;^ is^ 
-that- network priorities' encour-« 
lage : journalists :to select ..^o^ 
^events- - thac* can covered^ 
^Tnost.^casilyr. and-cbeaply^ 
ithat^w^lL jittract^ large audi-" 
^.ence,uwr;^:^ 

.v; This theory' is developed 
Iinore fully by Edward Jay Ep-^*: 
stein in his new book,: a study: 
’based on -observations among * 

I and interviews - with TV jour-^ 
-naliatr in 1968 and 1969, par- j 
I ticrilarly. at N.B.C Mews. -Since^ 

; funds ' are limited, the. entire -] 
panoply of national news must^ 
be covered by a small number*.' 
-of camera crews (10 during his ^ 

* study ^but- more now), and the * 
events most often chosen for ' 
filming are^those most acces-:- 
sible to the"* camera crews. 
mesdc news thus comes largely^.-., 
out of Washington, New York,;-! 
Chicago and a few other urband 
centers, and muchiof it.reportsH 
what: Epstein=^ calls > anticipated- ^ 

- events,;r such as news - confer-^ 

ences. ‘ 

Epstein shows -that in* order?] 



; to attract^and^: hold - the audf-^ 
ence/ network ‘news must emi-rj 
phasize dramatic events which ' 
depict exciting visual' actiom'’ 
The TV joumalists are further^ 
limited by netwprk policy, such^ 
as that- regulating the coverage : 
of race riots, and by the F.C.C. 
fairness doctrine, which requires^^ 
them to 'Present “both sides’^- 
of a controversial- issue what-^ 
ever the conclusion of their- 
owo- fact-finding.- Epstein con- ^ 
eludes that TV joumalists are 
so beset with technical and 
corporate requirements ; that 

Herbert J. Cans, professor of 
sociology at Columbia Univer- 
sity, is author of the forthcom- 
ing “More Equality.” <;> 






they have littJe OBpq gtB^^ - newV * conferences," TV "ne 
select news accordii^ would not ^concentrate on* sto« 

own- values. — ritt ' 

Having myseilSi^teil^^ the exduMon^of the i^t of 

N.B.C.- and C.B.S> jy l>it^liI^ihid -•! society as much as it do^ now» — ^ 
Epstein's analysl^pe^tCra^l^^^ ActuaUy.VEpstein finds 
acetate, ezcepi;|tf|pi^l^pme-j^^^ organizational.*^ 

times overestimiMij|Sij*^s^ setup^than.\witlrithe TV- jour^ 

tovwbfch budge®§fe«rpWfe<l^^-nalists;>tF^ 
network poll 

i ^y.: abouCjkheik^digressions^- ijTOi’y. 
plidtjvalues -ra# ^ Sypt?ioto -.^1 netwodt > poHcy^ such ; as. theft^*^^ 
the-news^- impUitf^^Sn^ occadonaK;^,r 8 taging >:ofJ;^:news&^ 

all ^ the ■ of events.. He never mentidhs how 

Epstein’s study;#l!«irjSwialistsi:^^ 
referred to therPidj^ifJRa^b-^^in- 
lie of China as I^^ChiBa».but y\.though:vtbe3^:la^^^ 
they^ever - c thqttgjta ^J pc^ca U:::^^^^ 

Chiang Kai-shek^g|riBS 3 ^dli 

:arian Taiwan. 5 

- My^ain disagreement'^th- impUcationsdfhisfindmgs.not- • ^ 

Epstein’s book, -however^'ir is^ 7 -ably:r^the-ove*ieIection.::o^ac- 
about ^ the policy; 7 impUca-^jtion-packed '^je^nts, 7=- which,"" i . 
tions of its findings.- Epstein - while r hardly- .limited '*Jp '^TV^^JV 
devotes only a couple of pages'^ news, does give viewers an ex-- .*X 
ta them, arguing that-opportU'-raggeratedj-versipn of reality.- 7 
nities for changing 7 network? ] Although there^ is ' some evi- - j 
news are severely ijimited and:^ dence that on domestic matters. ^ 
that. alternative sources of news'^.'J, at least; their opinions are not. jT 
—on local stations^; public- tel-. -i* shaped by -what- they - see . on* 
svision and in the prinfmedia j?^,the .-TV“-news,7 1 would t ar-v.V7 
—should be explored. Not only- gue ‘ that-, the- -news- media 
does he forget that these media should report more of the typi- '-^ 
are inhibited by similar organ-* * cal but undramatic events -so\^v 
izationai priorities; but he fails as • to -give^ their • audiences* 
to- consider other-possibilities • more realistic picture of Amer— 
for change. For example, if the ^ lean society: Epstein dismisses 
fairness doctrine- were revised t this argument* as the social ad-^^ 
to- require news programs to^^' ence critique of the newv- but 
devote more time, and film to-^^-^ in thia instance, the social *sci- " 7 
the- activities of^.tbe . majority ^^ entists - may i.- Just be t:on -;theWi^ 
of -Americans whov^not hold^?^ .'fright; 






